
DDC Action 
DDC Activities 

Office Move 
As of  September 1, the DDC is 
moving to a new location. The DDC 
will be moving into 1014 SW Adams 
Street, however, will be temporarily 
operating out of  the Peoria Chamber 
office at 100 SW Water Street until 
the new office space is completed 
later this year.

Fundraising 
Second notices and invoices for 2017 
were mailed to current investors on 
August 23rd. We would like to thank 
everyone who has sent in their 2017 
contribution for their continued 
support of  the DDC and encourage 
those who have not to do so as soon 
as possible. Your partnership is key      
to the revitalization of  the downtown. 
We value your support. 

Video Production 
The video shoots of  residential dwellings 
in downtown Peoria have been complet-
ed, and the initial video was reviewed 
by the DDC board members in early 
August. The DDC is partnering with the 
Convention and Visitors Bureau, using 
the footage for a regional marketing 
campaign. Links to the video will be on 
the DDC web site. A public viewing of  
the video is being planned.  

Liaison Services 
The DDC has worked with several 
property owners on code issues and 
is currently providing liaison services 
between a large property owner in the 
Downtown and the City to resolve code 
issues. We are working with the City to-
wards having a public hearing so that the 
code language changes can be addressed 
by the appropriate commissions. 

Property Services 
We invite any property owner in the 
Downtown with available space to pro-
vide information to us, and we will gladly 
put it on our list of  available properties.  

DDC Committee Action 

The DDC Special Service 
Area (SSA) Taskforce
The taskforce has recommended submit-
ting the SSA application in January 2018 
and that a final review occur after the 
City Council adopts a budget for 2018, 
as this decision may impact the recom-
mendation. The delay also allows us to 
work on recommendations that we have 
received from stakeholders and the pub-
lic. The taskforce will be able to have its 
amended proposal done by the first of  
November, and we will circle back with 
stakeholders and hold another public 
meeting to address changes made in the 
proposal based on their comments.

The DDC Planning Committee 
The Warehouse Form Code Review 
Committee will make final decisions 
on recommended changes to the form 
code, which will streamline develop-
ment in the Warehouse District and 
resolve issues regarding the setbacks 
and air rights, among other things. 
The setbacks will resolve outstand-
ing issues, such as window placement 
restrictions, that are preventing de-
velopers from converting warehouses 
into mixed-use residential properties. 
Dewberry has agreed to write the form 
code language. The code language was 
presented to the planning committee 
on August 17th. The consultant will 
finalize the language and research the 
other relevant codes, such as building 
and fire codes, and propose any neces-
sary changes/corrections. After this is 
approved by city staff, we will then go 
to the Planning and Zoning Commis-
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Winkler Artist Studios

Winkler Lofts announced 

new Artist Studios available 

for lease! Located at  

733 SW Washington St.

DDC offices moving to new location.

New “Downtown Living” Video 
project is in progress!
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sion for their recommendation before 
going to City Council.

Illinois Historic Tax Credits
Senate Bill (SB 1783) 
The Senate Bill to extend the River-
front Enterprise Redevelopment Zone 
through the end of  2022 was signed 
by the Governor on August 18th. Gov. 
Bruce Rauner’s signature will extend 
the program from Jan. 1, 2018 through 
2022. Peoria is one of  four cities 
besides Rockford to benefit from the 
credit, which is equal to 25 percent of  
the costs for a business to rehabilitate 
an historic building. Aurora, Elgin and 
East St. Louis also are included in the 
River Edge legislation. Representatives 
Jehan Gordon-Booth and Ryan Spain 
are both Chief  Co-Sponsors of  the bill.  
We would like to thank our legislative 
delegation for their bi-partisan support 
of  this legislation. With the anticipated 
extension of  the tax credit, we are ex-
pecting to make announcements within 
the next few months of  projects taking 
hold and moving forward.  

Project Development
Marquette Building Apartments 
located at 701 Main Street has completed 
its renovation. Of  the 28 units, 21 have 
been leased. The remaining units for 
lease include one- and two-bedroom 
apartments. Information can be found 
at http://www.hubercommercial.net/
properties/31/Marquette+Build-
ing+-+701+Main. Please refer any 
interested parties to Leman Property 
Management at (309) 692-7352 or email 
at PeoriaRental@MidwestShelters.com.

Stonewood Development 
located at 724 SW Adams Street is seeking 
individuals interested in purchasing a 
residential condominium in the building. 
Contact Michael Freilinger at (309) 673-
7879 / michael@downtownpeoria.org.

Winkler Lofts Artist Studios 
is located at 733 SW Washington St. 
At a ribbon cutting ceremony on 
August 11th, developer Larry Winkler 
announced that he will make studio 
space available on its ground floor for 
artists. James Jenkins, a longtime Peoria 
artist who lives at Winkler Lofts (and 
a painter with an international reputa-
tion) said he wanted to create a more 
permanent space in the Warehouse 
District where artists could work. Jen-
kins plans to take one of  seven spaces 
allocated for studios at the Winkler site 
where the cost for studio space is $12 
per square foot. Jenkins also manages 
leases for the studios.  

Artists have regrouped in the Ware-
house District since more than 20 of  
them, including Jenkins, left the Murray 
Building (now Murray Place) when 
that building was recently redeveloped. 
Many area artists migrated to another 
Warehouse District site, the Mill, the 
former Wahlfeld Building at the corner 
of  Washington and Persimmon streets.  

Michael Freilinger, CEO and president 
of  the Downtown Development Corp., 
said bringing more studio space into 
the area was another sign of  the growth 
that’s taken place in the Warehouse 
District over the past year. “We’ve seen 
150 new (residential) units go in. The 
synergy created is encouraging addi-
tional development,” he said. 

Noting that all 28 units at Winkler 
Lofts have been leased, Freilinger cred-
ited Winkler as one of  the first devel-
opers to step forward to help make the 
Warehouse District a success.

New Business
Tannins & Hops Speakeasy 
The DDC welcomes Tannins & Hops 
Speakeasy. This new restaurant is 
located at 619 SW Water St., opened 
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Tannins & Hops Speakeasy opens 
for business at 619 SW Water St.



NEWSLETTER   D O W N T O W N  P E O R I A

for business in early August. John S. 
Rhodell Brewery formerly occupied the 
space before it moved farther down the 
street into the Murray Building. Tannins 
& Hops offers 120 types of  wine, half  
of  them being “old world wines,” from 
Europe. The bar also offers a “wine 
on tap” device that prolongs the vino’s 
expiration until 45 days. The concept 
allows customers to sample one ounce 
of  a $300 bottle of  wine for $14 an 
ounce. If  they like it, they can purchase 
the rest of  the bottle.   

Gone in 60 Escape Games
is located in the Persimmon Lofts at 1028 
SW Adams Street. The DDC welcomes 
“Gone in 60 Escape Games” to the 
Peoria Downtown Warehouse District. 
“Gone in 60” provides immersing 
entertainment as players are locked in 
a room where problem-solving, team-
work, and communication skills are 
used in order to escape before time 
runs out. It’s unique fun for date night, 
friends, company outings, and more! 
Visit www.gonein60.com to learn more.
   
PFIT
The owner of  PFIT, a cloud storage 
technology company, signed a Letter of  
Intent to lease space at 1014 SW Adams 
St. He is going to take a majority of  the 
space within the basement/lower level 
of  Building 1 at 1014 SW Adams St.  

Retailer
The DDC is assisting a company with 
finding a location in the downtown, 
having provided several options for 
leased space.

Other
The DDC is providing assistance with 
a potential development project in the 
downtown. Also, we are again working 
with an out-of-town developer who is 
moving forward with a major mixed-use 
development project. This project’s abil-
ity to move forward is dependent on 

work the DDC Planning Committee has 
been doing. We hope an announcement 
can be made before the end of  the year.

Awards and Recognition
Peoria County is ranked #9 on the 
Top 10 Large-Sized Communities for 
2017 (population 150,000 to 499,999) 
by Fourth Economy. The Fourth 
Economy Index started in 2012. They 
were looking to prove with data what 
they already knew to be true: while job 
growth and investment are good indicators of  
a community’s progress, they are not enough.
Its continued experience has shown 
that their analysis must also look at 
factors that create a foundation for 
sustained success and resilience. This 
edition of  the Index embodies five 
years of  modeling and examines factors 
at the county level within five areas: 
Investment, Talent, Sustainability, 
Place, and Diversity. Top 10 Large-
Sized Communities for 2017 
(population 150,000 to 499,999)
 1. Arlington County, Virginia
 2. Chesapeake County 
  (Norfolk), Virginia
 3. Shawnee County, Kansas
 4. Chittenden County, Vermont
 5. Pulaski County, Arkansas
 6. Albany County, New York
 7. Hampden County, 
  Massachusetts
 8. Minnehaha County, 
  South Dakota
 9. Peoria County, Illinois
 10. Champaign County, Illinois

Newsworthy
“Smaller American Cities Need to 
Focus on Private Sector Job Growth 
Downtown” is an encouraging article 
about downtown commerce published 
by Urbanophile, LLC. To read the 
article, visit https://www.citylab.com/
life/2017/07/jobs-in-smaller-cities- 
private-sector-growth/535329.
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The DDC is assisting potential  
developers with initial planning 
possibilities.

Gone in 60 Escape Games offers
unique fun for company outings and 
nights out with friends. Located at
1028 SW Adams St.

AWARDS & RECOGNITION
Peoria ranked #9 on the Top 10 
Large-Sized Communities for 2017 
compared to comparable sized cities!
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Residential Units # of Units Project Type # of Projects DDC Finances
Completed 162 Development 32 Budget
Under Construction 0 Completed 15 Fundraising: 345,000$                  
Announced 216 Under Construction 1 Current Receipts 332,900$                  
Exploring 224 Permitted 0  % of Budgeted Receipts 96.5%
Residential Units Total 607 Hired Professionals 0

Property Acquired 10
Negotiations Under Way 2 DDC Activities

Business Start‐up/Relocation Gathering Information 5 Media
Completed 15 Total Dev. 32 Articles/Media/Interviews 94
Announced 5 Infrastructure 0 Press Conferences 9
Exploring 8 Property Acquisition 4 Other

Public Art 2 Confidential Project Assistance 7
Business Start‐up/Relocation Total 28 Public Parks 1 Downtown Residential Housing Study Up‐date

Projects Active Total 43 Downtown Shuttle
Projects Abandoned Total 0 Historic Tax Credit Workshops I & II

Permits Projects Assisted Grand Total 43 IEBC Seminar
Last 12 months Building Code Amendments
Issued Comm. Const. This Year 24 Commercial Projects Under Construction Lobbying for Extension of State Historic Tax Credits
Est. Value Comm. Const. This Year 2,512,000$    Project Name Public Engagement/Planning Effort by the City

* All Const. Permits Issued This Year 171 2016 Housing Study
# Estimated Value This Year 5,407,533$    2016 Parking Study

Since 2014 IL‐HTC/RERZ Extension
Issued Comm. Const. since 2014 110
Est. Value Comm. Const. Since 2014 46,463,576$ 

* All Const. Permits Issued Since 2014 600
# Estimated Value Since 2014 64,908,536$  Mixed‐Use Projects Under Construction Completed Mixed‐Use Residential Occupancy Rate

Project Name # of Units Project Name Units Occupancy Rate
Murray Place Apts. 30 100%

Developers Assisted Winkler Lofts 28 100%
Developers Active Cooperage 214 18 100%
Local 28 Persimmon Lofts 43 100%
Out of Town 8 Marquette Building 28 75%

Developers Active Total 36
Developers Inactive 29 Total Units UC 0
Developers Assisted Grand Total 65

DDC Monthly Report for September 2017
Cumulative Total From July 1, 2014 ‐ August 31, 2017

CONTACT US 
 
Michael J. Freilinger, President/CEO 
Peoria Downtown Development Corporation of  Peoria (DDC) 
Website: www.downtownpeoria.org 
Email: michael@downtownpeoria.org 
Office: 309-673-7879
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WELCOMES 

GONE IN 60 ESCAPE GAMES 
to the Warehouse District!

To learn more, visit www.gonein60.com or email hello@gonein60.com. 
1028 SW Adams St, Suite 101, Peoria, IL 61607, 309-419-2461


