
DDC ACTIVITIES
Board Member Spotlight
Roberta Parks

Roberta Parks serves on the DDC board in an at-large seat, repre-
senting downtown residents. She formerly held a founder’s position 
on the board, representing UnityPoint Health Methodist Proctor 
Foundation where she was the Vice President. Prior to that she was 
President of the Peoria Area Chamber of Commerce for 25 years.  
According to Rob, “Retirement is just fine!”  She further says, 
“I have lived downtown since December 2000 and really can’t
imagine living anyplace else.” 

Rob is a past Chairman of the DDC Board and currently serves on 
the Personnel Committee and the Policies Committee and then fills 
in wherever else she is needed. She has been actively working to 
secure new investors for the DDC.

When asked about Board accomplishments, Rob states, “What 
is most exciting about serving on the DDC board is seeing new 
projects come to fruition… whether it is a new business that locates 
Downtown or in the Warehouse District or an old building repur-
posed for apartments. But I really think that some of the most 

signficant work we do is more behind the scenes. We have worked 
with the City of Peoria Building Commission to ensure that develop-
ers of old buildings are not put at a competitive disadvantage over 
new construction by making sure the building codes are in line with 
both safety and practicality. We have lobbied to extend Historic Tax 
Credits to make redoing old buildings economically feasible. We 
worked with the landlord and the tenants in Riverfront Village to
return that to green space that benefits the entire region. And we 
are working to address the parking issues in the Warehouse District 
to make further residential and commercial development possible.  
That is what is exciting to me…. But I still love to see the projects 
come online!”

As for her vision of Downtown Peoria, Rob envisions that Downtown 
Peoria will be a place where we have enough “captured wallets” to 
make it a vibrant and successful business, entertainment, govern-
ment and residential hub for the larger region. Captured wallets are 
simply people who live, work and are drawn to being in the downtown 
area on a regular basis. She firmly believes that we are on our way 
to that vision today. “The OSF developments are critical to that, but 
so are the small businesses and apartments that have come to the 
downtown and warehouse districts.  Each are building blocks of the 
whole.   I rarely look out my windows, regardless of the time of year 
or time of day, when I don’t see some type of positive activity in this 
area, and that is why I live here.”   

Downtown Peoria 
Development Tour
In conjunction with our 2019 fundraising efforts, Michael Freilinger, 
DDC President/CEO, led DDC investors, developers, community lead-
ers, and interested parties on a bus tour of the downtown on August 
22nd. The tour highlighted over 50 new development projects and new 
businesses that have opened recently or will open within the next 12 
months. The tour began at Dozer Park, and from there we made a loop 
around downtown Peoria. Participants were able to debark and get a 
first-hand look at some of the very newest businesses in the Ware-
house District, such as Gone Axe Throwing, Venue Chisca, and First 
Ascent Climbing Gym.  Thank you to Dozer Park, Peoria Charter, and 
business owners for taking the time to accommodate our group! 
From what tour participants told us, 
 
 “The tour was great!”  
 
 “The tour was a terrific success. You should be very proud   
 indeed to show off the terrific progress in which the DDC was 
 instrumental.”  
 
 “All I can say is WOW! They have accomplished so much 
 in the past 5 years, especially the past 2! Apartments, condos, 
 restaurants, businesses and more! And there are more ware-
 houses and buildings on the development drawing board—
 It’s very impressive—Moving on up PEORIA!”

For those of you who were unable to join us, we are including a tour 
map that shows the recently completed developments, works in prog-
ress, and development opportunities. For more information, contact 
Michael Freilinger at michael@downtownpeoria.us or 309-369-6038.  
For more information about the DDC and its Board of Directors, visit 
our web site at www.downtownpeoria.us.
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Downtown 
Development
Property Spotlight
For Lease 
700 Main St., Peoria

Centrally located downtown office space near hospitals, College of 
Medicine and CAT headquarters.  Onsite parking. Security system. 
Furniture is excluded.  7,000 SF to 13,000 SF available.  Offices,
 conference rooms, large open spaces and kitchenette.  Church 
owned. $8 SF, NNN. To find out more about this property, contact 
Bob Howard, RE/MAX Unlimited Commercial, 309-687-5072, 
www.commercialpeoria.com.

Property Spotlight
For Lease 
Winkler Market Place, 705-709 SW Washington St., Peoria

Following the successful opening of Winkler Lofts in 2018, Larry 
Winkler has turned his attention to the two historic 100-year-old 
buildings next door. The plan is for 26 additional loft apartments 
and 18,000 SF of mixed-use, retail, commercial, restaurant, deli, 
bakery, and all kinds of shops. The Market Place space is divisible 
in areas from 475’ and up. For more information about a great 
opportunity in the historic Warehouse District, contact Larry 
Winkler at 309-645-7666 or WinklerProp@gmail.com.

New Development
Warehouse District Development

As you read in the article above about the downtown development 
tour highlighting over 50 projects in downtown Peoria, big things 
are about to happen in the next few months that you won’t want 
to miss! Get in on the action by becoming a DDC contributor and/or 
a new developer.

Our newly published marketing brochure outlines the many benefits 
and amenities that are available downtown, and many incentives are 
available to help with development projects. To learn more about 
development opportunities in downtown Peoria, contact Michael 
Freilinger at (309) 369-6038 or michael@downtownpeoria.us and   
join the revitalization efforts underway.  

New Business
Ronald McDonald House 
 
Another hero room unveiled! This family suite, located in the Dax 
Wing (The DAX Foundation) is a nod to The Wizard of Oz and cele-
brates 4-year old Marissa Marquis who has spent the last two years 
fighting leukemia – and is now in complete remission!  Thanks to 
Marquis Energy and your 300 employees for your generous donation. 
And to Marissa… for loving everything about “the yellow brick road”. 
To see this new room and live updates, visit the Ronald McDonald 
House Charities of Central Illinois Facebook page.  

First Ascent Climbing Gym
We stopped in at First Ascent on our downtown development tour 
and were amazed at all they have to offer! Several different climbing 
walls entice new and experienced climbers, but did you also know 
that First Ascent has “regular” workout equipment as well as a yoga 
room with certified instructors?  They are enjoying their new home 
in the Warehouse District and invite all of you to come down. Watch 
their Facebook page and visit their web site for their current events 
and complimentary “first-time” offers.  https://www.facebook.com/
FirstAscentPeoria/  

Gone Axe Throwing
We recently spoke with Matt and Sarah, owners of Gone Axe Throw-
ing, at their newly opened business at 1009 SW Washington St., 
Peoria. They are excited about being part of “The Block” in the Ware-
house District and encourage you to bring your friends and family 
down to throw a few axes! They currently offer 90-minute sessions, 
by appointment or walk-in, $30 per person. Private and shared lanes 
are available. Before beginning, an AxeMaster (think of them as your 
coach or host!) explains the rules and safety guidelines to all players 
to ensure everyone has an awesome, and most importantly, SAFE 
time. In addition, they offer beer, wine, soda, popcorn, and pizza. 
To begin your axe-throwing experience, visit their web site at
 www.goneaxethrowing.com.
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Business Spotlight
Venue Chisca

Recently on our Downtown Peoria development tour, we had the 
pleasure of stopping by Venue Chisca. We learned that Venue Chisca 
is the only wedding venue Downtown Peoria with 17,000 square feet 
of beautiful green space, known as “The Quarter”.  This space allows 
for outdoor tent receptions and outdoor ceremonies. According to 
Michelle Spurgeon, owner, “The beauty of having outdoor event 
space in downtown Peoria is the convenient proximity to hotel 
accommodations.”  

We also viewed the Memphis Room, which is 6,000 square feet
of southern charm and style. Featuring over 20 eclectic vintage 
chandeliers sprinkled throughout the ceiling with two massive 
5.5 foot tall vintage crystal chandelier in the center of the room, 
a centerpiece for this romantic design. This room also features 
two amazing skylights and large windows all around. This room 
will seat up to 300 guests. 

The largest room is the Grand Ballroom, which is 9,700 square feet 
and features a beautiful mix of southern industrial architecture and 
the clean line of urban warehouse styles. This room also features over 
34 eclectic vintage chandeliers sprinkled throughout the ceiling with 
one massive 5.5 foot tall vintage crystal chandelier in the center of 
the room. Bricks, crystal, glass and wood are the elements that make 
up its unique but versatile design. This ballroom also features a large 
all-glass overhead door that can be opened up to enjoy the beautiful 
outdoor patio. This room will seat up to 500 guests.  

Michelle Spurgeon also owns Heaven on Earth Design Studio, 
your company of choice to design, create, and deliver innovative 
and distinctive experiences.  When asked why Michelle recently 
relocated Heaven on Earth Design Studio and subsequently opened 
Venue Chisca in the Warehouse District, she said, “The Warehouse 
District is the place to be! Much like Memphis, TN, the opportunities 
in the downtown warehouse district are endless.” Michelle loves 
Memphis (hence the Memphis Room!), and she is so infatuated 
with the growth in their warehouse district that she said it was her 
inspiration to move her business downtown. Michelle stated that 
DDC involvement is so important to further growth in the Warehouse 
District. “From our grand opening and ribbon cutting to addressing 
issues such as adequate parking, the DDC is here to help. We are 
very grateful for their support, and we know that the DDC is our go-
to source for issues that may arise in the future. We know, too, that 
the DDC is working hard with developers such as Casey Baldovin 
(owner of “The Block”) to facilitate new and continued growth in 
downtown Peoria.”

Venue Chisca and Heaven on Earth Design Studio are located in 
The Block at 1009 SW Washington St., Peoria, IL in the Warehouse 
District. Visit their web site at https://heavenonearthfloraldesigns.
com/venue-chisca/   
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Downtown Activities
Peoria Riverfront Market – 
Hurry! 

Time is running out! Enjoy fall produce, meat, cheese, music, art, and 

delicious baked goods.  Every Saturday morning, 8 a.m. – noon, now 

through September 28, 2019, along Peoria’s beautiful riverfront, in 

the 200 block of SW Water Street.  For more information, visit the web 

site at http://www.visitdowntownpeoria.com/peoria-riverfront-market 

or find them on Facebook.  

Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast

The 45th Annual Mayor’s Leadership Prayer Breakfast will be held on 

Thursday, September 26, 2019 at 6:30 a.m. at the Peoria Civic Center.  

The guest speaker will be Lt. General (Ret.) William “Jerry” Boykin.  

The cost is $35 a person or tables of 10. You may register online at 

https://peoriamayorprayerevent.com/. Please note that seating is

limited and offered on a first-come basis. Join your friends and 

coworkers for great music, food, and fellowship!

Peoria Art Guild Fine Art Fair

It’s the 57th anniversary for bringing original art to central Illinois! 

As one of the oldest art organizations in the country, the Peoria Art 

Guild Fine Art Fair is nationally recognized. This is the Peoria Art 

Guild’s  major fundraising event of the year. All proceeds benefit the 

Art Guild’s community outreach and programming. The art fair will 

showcase 130 nationally recognized artists who love Peoria!  

Original works of art will include jewelry, painting, ceramics, 

photography, digital art, printmaking, mixed media, metal, glass, 

wood, sculpture, fiber, leather, and wearable fiber. 

For the love of art, enjoy the Fine Art Fair, September 27-29, at River-

front Festival Park, 200 NE Water St., Peoria, IL.  More information can 

be found at https://www.peoriaartguild.org/fine-art-fair-event-info. 

Peoria Oktoberfest

Join the fun September 20-22, 2019 down on the riverfront for Peoria 

Oktoberfest! You will enjoy the best of German folk music and dance, 

log rolling contests, stein holding contests, and beer! Lots of German 

beer! For those of you who like to run for beer, the 8th annual Das Bier 

Run will take place on Sunday, September 22nd.  For more informa-

tion, visit the web site at https://www.oktoberfestpeoria.com/. 

Social media

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and LinkedIn! In addition 

to our web site, make sure you follow The Downtown Development 

Corporation of Peoria (DDC) on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. 

The DDC is your go-to spot for up-to-date development and activities 

in downtown Peoria. Our goal is to keep you informed. Let us know 

how we are doing!
    

 

 Per the DDC bylaws, in making appointments to the Board, consideration is given   

 to the needs of the Corporation, the potential appointee’s experience, background   

 and interest in the Corporation and economic development matters, and the benefits  

 to the Corporation to be derived from the service of the appointee. No person who has

  a sustained conflict of interest between his own responsibilities and interest and 

 those of the Corporation (e.g. being a developer in the downtown or rental property 

 owner) shall be appointed to or remain on the Board of Directors. In addition to other  

 appropriate qualifications, all persons appointed to the Board of Directors shall pos

 sess high civic ideals and shall vigorously represent the entity or district from which

  they have been selected.
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www.downtownpeoria.us

Michael J. Freilinger, President/CEO 
Downtown Development Corporation of Peoria (DDC) 
403 NE Jefferson Ave 
Peoria, IL 61603-3725 
e: michael@downtownpeoria.us 
p: 309.369.6038

Residential Units # of Units Project Type # of Projects DDC Finances
Completed 163 Development 37 Budget
Under Construction 32 Completed 20 Fundraising 2019: 305,000$    
Announced 132 Under Construction 9 Current Receipts 243,750$    
Exploring 100 Permitted 0  % of Budgeted Receipts 79.9%
Residential Units Total 427 Hired Professionals 0

Property Acquired 7
Negotiations Under Way 4 DDC Activities

Business Start‐up/Relocation Gathering Information 13 Media
Completed 30 Total Dev. 53 Articles/Media/Interviews 184
Announced 6 Infrastructure 6 Press Conferences 19
Exploring 4 Property Acquisition 1 Other

Public Art 1 Confidential Project Assistance 12
Business Start‐up/Relocation Total 40 Public Parks 1 Building Code Amendments

Projects Active Total 46 Lobbying for Extension of State Historic Tax Credits
Projects Abandoned Total 54 Public Engagement/Planning Effort by the City

Permits Projects Assisted Grand Total 100 2016 Housing Study
Last 12 months 2016 Parking Study
Issued Comm. Const. This Year 20 IL‐HTC/RERZ Extension
Est. Value Comm. Const. This Year 8,011,950$    2018 Housing Study

* All Const. Permits Issued This Year 127                  Opportunity Zone Funds
# Estimated Value This Year 14,713,450$  Downtown Development Tour

Since 2014
Issued Comm. Const. since 2014 151
Est. Value Comm. Const. Since 2014 62,336,526$ 

* All Const. Permits Issued Since 2014 882
# Estimated Value Since 2014 93,355,836$  Mixed‐Use Projects Under Construction Commercial Development Under Construction

Project Name # of Units Project Name
Neon Hotel 6 Winkler Market 1

Developers Assisted Winkler Market & Apts. 26 Chase Block 1
Developers Active Four Points by Sheraton 1
Local 31 The Block 1
Out of Town 9 Whiskey City Architectural Salvage 1

Developers Active Total 40 Black Band Distillery 1
Developers Inactive 125
Developers Assisted Grand Total 165 Total Units UC 32 Total Projects 6

* All Const. Permits Include: Comm. Const., Demolition, Elect., Erosion, Gen. Building, HVAC, Plumbing, Parking, Irrigation, H2O Heater, etc.
# All Const. Permits Estimated Values: Not all activity has an estimated value assigned to it therefore this is only a partial amount

Note: The River Trails Apartments project is now considered to be abandoned, thus reducing the number of announced residential units by 143.

DDC Monthly Report for September 2019
Cumulative Total From July 1, 2014 August 31, 2019
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