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DDC Action
DDC Activities

DDC Executive Committee Established

At the DDC board meeting on June 7, 2018, the Board approved the
following officers to serve on its Executive Committee: Mark Yemm, 
chairman; Jeff  Kolbus, vice chairman; Jonathan Williams, treasurer; 
Robert Anderson, secretary; Michael Freilinger, President/CEO.  

DDC Finance Committee Established

At the DDC board meeting on June 7, 2018, the Board approved
the following officers to serve on its Finance Committee:
Mark Yemm, chairman; Jeff  Kolbus, vice chairman;
Jonathan Williams, treasurer; Michael Freilinger, President/CEO 
All DDC directors and officers and their current affiliations are listed
on our web site at www.downtownpeoria.us.

DDC Strategic Plan

The DDC board approved and will implement a 3-5 year strategic plan. 
A high-level summary of  the plan will be shared with our industry 
sectors within the next 30 days, and we will ask for your comments.

Fundraising 2018

It’s that time of  year when we reach out to our investors to help sustain
and support the DDC. As a nonprofit organization, we know that we 
could not have accomplished the many successes we have seen in 
Downtown Peoria without the support of  our faithful contributors.  

Within the next few weeks, we will send out fundraising letters and hope 
that we can count on your continued support. If  you have not contributed 
in the past but would like to learn more about becoming a contributor, 
please contact us at info@downtownpeoria.us.

For a comprehensive review of  our accomplishments, visit our web site
at www.downtownpeoria.us.  
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The 2018 DDC Executive and Finance 
Committees have been established. Their 
contributions and hard work are producing 
positive growth results in Downtown Peoria. 
See members listed.

The DDC’s Strategic Plan has been 
approved and a summary will be shared 
with investors within the next 30 days.

The DDC thanks all who have supported 
our efforts in the past to revitalize Downtown 
Peoria and welcome your continued support! 
If  you are interested in becoming a contribu-
tor, please email: info@downtownpeoria.us.



NEWSLETTER   D O W N T O W N  P E O R I A

Page 3 of 7www.downtownpeoria.us

DDC Committee Action
Planning Committee 

Wayfinding
The City has held a public hearing on Wayfinding, and the steering commit-
tee for wayfinding is getting close to making a recommendation. The plan-
ning process for wayfinding was funded with a grant from the Tri-County 
Regional Planning Commission. Currently there are no funds budgeted for 
implementation of  the program.  

Riverfront Park
The City has had stakeholder meetings and held a public meeting regarding 
the downtown riverfront park. The steering committee has met twice and 
is working on a process of  developing a plan for the riverfront property 
between the Bob Michel Bridge and the Murray Baker Bridge and the 
transition areas to the north and south of  each of  those bridges.  

Downtown Development
Riverfront Village Demolition 
Donor Recognition
The demolition donor recognition committee has begun meeting to deter-
mine how best to recognize the donors of  the riverfront demolition project.  
The committee will use funds that have been set aside to place a plaque list-
ing the donors’ names and to determine another tangible way to honor our 
donors who were most instrumental in the demolition project.  

Ronald McDonald house is coming to Peoria! 
Ronald McDonald House Charities of  Central Illinois is the latest addition 
to the city’s medical district. The $7 million, 4 1/2 story building with 22 
bedrooms, which is coming to the corner of  Spalding and Monroe avenues, 
will break ground in September. Construction should take about 14 months 
with the facility’s planned opening set for late October 2019. Farnsworth 
Group and River City Construction have been contracted to design and 
build the 40,000 square-foot structure. The Ronald McDonald House will 
serve any child receiving care at one of  the area hospitals up to his or her 
22nd birthday along with family. The stay could be one day or up to a year. 
The cost to the family is free. Adopt-the-House sponsorship opportunities 
as well as individual giving opportunities are available and can be viewed 
online at www.rmhc-centralillinois.org. 

To ease the burden on Downtown property 
owners, the DDC has decided to delay 
pursuing the establishment of  an SSA. 
This valuable initiative will be revisited 
after the local economy adjusts to other 
expected cost increases.

The 
Riverfront Park 

Steering Committee is
currently working on a plan

 for developing park area between the
Bob Michel and Murray Baker Bridge.

Downtown
Riverfront 
Park

Breaking ground in September of  2018, 
the new Ronald McDonald House will 
serve any child receiving care at one of  
the area hospitals up to his or her 
22nd birthday along with family. 
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New Development
Two of  the out-of-state developers we referred to in the past have 
proceeded with performing due diligence on potential projects in the
downtown. We hope to make announcements sometime in the near future.

Downtown Activities
Riverfront Market and Sculpture Walk 2018

Reminder! Downtown Peoria’s riverfront market is open and will run every 
Saturday throughout the summer and fall months. We invite you to take 
advantage of  this family-friendly offering along the riverfront. While there, 
take a leisurely walk along Washington Street to enjoy the sculptures. 
Sculpture Walk Peoria is an initiative of  ArtsPartners of  Central Illinois.

Well Farm

The Well Farm, an Innovative Stormwater Farm, Opened June 30. Peoria’s 
aging sewer system does not have capacity to manage all of  the runoff  from 
4,000+ football fields worth of  impervious surfaces. City leaders and Peoria’s 
Innovation Team (i-team) sought green solutions and innovative ideas to 
address our stormwater challenges. Greenprint Partners (formally known 
as Fresh Coast) worked with USDA-NRCS, the City of  Peoria, AKRF, 
the gitm Foundation, and community members to develop the Well Farm 
at Voris Field, one of  the first working agricultural stormwater farms in the 
United States. The Well Farm demonstrates how urban agriculture can re-
duce runoff  that pollutes the Illinois River, and showcases many community 
benefits of  green stormwater infrastructure. Green stormwater infrastructure 
is the use of  vibrant natural systems to manage water where it falls. It is an 
excellent approach to solving urban stormwater management problems be-
cause it is cost effective, creates jobs, and benefits the community. The Well 
Farm features three community-driven green infrastructure strategies:

 1. FLOWERING BIOSWALES: 
  Stormwater is directed into a series of  flowering bioswales. 
  The beautiful flowers that grow here are harvested and sold 
  at local farmers markets.

 2. STORMWATER FOREST 
  126 hybrid poplar trees make up the stormwater forests. Hybrid 
  poplars can absorb 3X more water than an average tree.

The RiverFront Market is open from 
8am - Noon, through September 29th!

The Well Farm at Voris Field, an Innovative 
Stormwater Farm, is an excellent approach to 
solving urban stormwater managements prob-
lems by utilizing green infrastructure strategies.
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 3. URBAN FARMING 
  This site is home to 100 raised garden beds, tended by urban agricul-
  ture apprentices, who sell the produce at local farmers markets.

Together, these green infrastructure features help keep ~1.3 million gallons 
of  stormwater out of  Peoria’s combined sewer each year. This once-vacant 
site was originally purchased in 1835 by Francis and Samuel Voris, farmers 
who were attracted to Peoria by the rich soil. This urban farm’s name, The 
Well Farm at Voris Field, was selected by the community to reflect the site’s 
history, and the many benefits of  the farm, which include: helping to clean 
Peoria’s waterways; providing job training opportunities; increasing access 
to fresh, local produce; and creating a community gathering space. The Well 
Farm officially opened with a Ribbon Cutting ceremony on June 30, 2018.

CxT Roasting Company

CxT Roasting Company plans to open a second location in downtown 
Peoria sometime in July. CxT Roasting Company, currently located at 309 
Main St. next to the Apollo Theatre, will open in a cafe-style arrangement in 
the First Mid-Illinois Bank & Trust building, 230 SW Adams St., sometime in 
July. The coffee business was founded in 2016 by Tristan Popadziuk with the 
help of  an assortment of  family members. With several businesses located 
around that intersection — including First Mid-Illinois, Ameren, PNC Bank 
and Merrill Lynch — it made sense for them to explore the location when 
Java Jolt closed.  Naturally, CxT is also positioning itself  as a coffee shop with 
multiple options for the influx of  OSF HealthCare employees slated to arrive 
on Adams Street in the future. The shop will serve sandwiches and soups 
from Great Harvest Bread Company, and also features 42 chairs that can 
accommodate several groups looking for meeting spaces. Initially, the new 
CxT location will open from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday  
to mimic the bank’s hours, but those could be tweaked if  there’s demand 
at other hours of  the day.  

DDC web site... your primary source for downtown Peoria news! 

Want to know what’s happening in Downtown Peoria? The DDC web site 
will tell you. Subscribe to our newsletter, if  you haven’t already, using this link: 
www.downtownpeoria.us/newsletter. The web site is a great resource for 
those interested in doing a development project in downtown Peoria and is 
the place to find activities. Check back often so that you do not miss out 
on new developments and happenings! Visit www.downtownpeoria.us to 
learn more!

www.downtownpeoria.us

www.downtownpeoria.us

Downtown Peoria
A Place For Everyone

CxT Roasting Company to open a second 
location...a cafe-style shop in the First 
Mid-Illinois Bank Building in the very 
near future!

The DDC congratulates the Well Farm 
at Voris Field on their official opening on 
June 30, 2018.
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Residential Units # of Units Project Type # of Projects DDC Finances
Completed 163 Development 31 Budget
Under Construction 0 Completed 24 Fundraising: 345,000$                  
Announced 215 Under Construction 1 Current Receipts 332,900$                  
Exploring 199 Permitted 0  % of Budgeted Receipts 96.5%
Residential Units Total 582 Hired Professionals 1

Property Acquired 8
Negotiations Under Way 1 DDC Activities

Business Start‐up/Relocation Gathering Information 7 Media
Completed 18 Total Dev. 31 Articles/Media/Interviews 116
Announced 3 Infrastructure 0 Press Conferences 15
Exploring 8 Property Acquisition 4 Other

Public Art 2 Confidential Project Assistance 12
Business Start‐up/Relocation Total 29 Public Parks 1 Building Code Amendments

Projects Active Total 42 Lobbying for Extension of State Historic Tax Credits
Projects Abandoned Total 4 Public Engagement/Planning Effort by the City

Permits Projects Assisted Grand Total 46 2016 Housing Study
Last 12 months 2016 Parking Study
Issued Comm. Const. This Year 23 Commercial Projects Under Construction IL‐HTC/RERZ Extension
Est. Value Comm. Const. This Year 6,495,000$    Project Name 2018 Housing Study

* All Const. Permits Issued This Year 151                
# Estimated Value This Year 10,736,938$ 

Since 2014
Issued Comm. Const. since 2014 126
Est. Value Comm. Const. Since 2014 52,348,576$ 

* All Const. Permits Issued Since 2014 714
# Estimated Value Since 2014 74,677,886$  Mixed‐Use Projects Under Construction

Project Name # of Units

Developers Assisted
Developers Active
Local 29
Out of Town 8

Developers Active Total 37
Developers Inactive 31 Total Units UC 0
Developers Assisted Grand Total 68

* All Const. Permits Include: Comm. Const., Demolition, Elect., Erosion, Gen. Building, HVAC, Plumbing, Parking, Irrigation, H2O Heater, etc.
# All Const. Permits Estimated Values: Not all activity has an estimated value assigned to it therefore this is only a partial amount

DDC Monthly Report for June 2018
Cumulative Total From July 1, 2014 ‐ May 31, 2018

Residential Units # of Units Project Type # of Projects DDC Finances
Completed 163 Development 31 Budget
Under Construction 0 Completed 24 Fundraising: 345,000$                  
Announced 215 Under Construction 1 Current Receipts 332,900$                  
Exploring 419 Permitted 0  % of Budgeted Receipts 96.5%
Residential Units Total 818 Hired Professionals 1

Property Acquired 8
Negotiations Under Way 2 DDC Activities

Business Start‐up/Relocation Gathering Information 8 Media
Completed 19 Total Dev. 31 Articles/Media/Interviews 116
Announced 4 Infrastructure 0 Press Conferences 15
Exploring 8 Property Acquisition 4 Other

Public Art 2 Confidential Project Assistance 12
Business Start‐up/Relocation Total 31 Public Parks 1 Building Code Amendments

Projects Active Total 42 Lobbying for Extension of State Historic Tax Credits
Projects Abandoned Total 4 Public Engagement/Planning Effort by the City

Permits Projects Assisted Grand Total 46 2016 Housing Study
Last 12 months 2016 Parking Study
Issued Comm. Const. This Year 24 Commercial Projects Under Construction IL‐HTC/RERZ Extension
Est. Value Comm. Const. This Year 7,540,000$    Project Name 2018 Housing Study

* All Const. Permits Issued This Year 150                
# Estimated Value This Year 12,636,938$ 

Since 2014
Issued Comm. Const. since 2014 130
Est. Value Comm. Const. Since 2014 53,525,576$ 

* All Const. Permits Issued Since 2014 727
# Estimated Value Since 2014 76,852,886$  Mixed‐Use Projects Under Construction

Project Name # of Units

Developers Assisted
Developers Active
Local 29
Out of Town 10

Developers Active Total 39
Developers Inactive 31 Total Units UC 0
Developers Assisted Grand Total 70

* All Const. Permits Include: Comm. Const., Demolition, Elect., Erosion, Gen. Building, HVAC, Plumbing, Parking, Irrigation, H2O Heater, etc.
# All Const. Permits Estimated Values: Not all activity has an estimated value assigned to it therefore this is only a partial amount

DDC Monthly Report for July 2018
Cumulative Total From July 1, 2014 ‐ June 30, 2018
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